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Mr. Edgar F. Tatro , 

51 Edgemont Rd. 

Braintree, Mass. 02184 

Dear Mr. Tatro: 

I a ologise for the long delay in answering your letter. About the. 
time I received it I was hospitalized for a while, then in recuperation, then 
tryi ng to catch up with accumulated work, and finishing a piece for publica- 
tion in a book on Eastern Europe. 

I am a historian and appreciate your preference to go to the sources. 
Otherwise people spin stories that have nothing to do with reality. Such is the 
case with many writings on the Kennedy assassination where my name comes up. 

Years ago a film was made based on Mrak Lane's Rush to Judgement. My name was 
somehow garbled there, with the reference "A CIA agent who is now stationed in 
Guam." The film was shown 1 in my university, I was sitting in the middle of the 
audience, supposedly stationed in Guam. 

Now to your questions: 

1. The circumstances of my meeting Oswald are stated in the Warren re- 
port word for word. I have nothing to add and nothing to subtract from there. 

2. I have never had any relations with J. Edgar Hoover, or any of his 
agents, or CIA and any of their agents, except in occasional inquiries by them 
with our office in Travelers Aid Society on routine matters - on one or two occa- 
sions. My letters to Hoover and CIA were nothing more than covering letters in 
transmitting to them public documents of the organizations which I was involved . 
with, knowing that they would be interested and instead of using agents to spy 
on us and get misinformation, I preferred to directly inform them. I have never 
been involved in anything that could not be told openly to the whole world. 

The blacked out spots are entries made by the FBI and I would not 
know what had been written there. 

3. I have never written anything, anywhere on the Kennedy Assassination 
and my involvement with Oswald, simply because there was nothing more to write 
in addition to my routine report in the Travelers Aid Record. But now, it seems 
to me I have to write something, to be published in some national magazine, if 
accepted, inn order to clear all the fog that is accumulating around the AF ABN. 



I read the xecoxed .pages. .from. Dick Russell ' 1 s.. book whi.QhLJCQy--.h^^.s i gllt.. me * 
Recently^- received the book of Weberman-Canf iel d. Itgis all legends and fan- 
tasies. 3|i&ave never been a CIA-agent, or any other agent. I was a poor exile 
devil wfepfell in the hands of people who apparently knew more and used me for 
their pu^bses, until I realized what was going on and quit them. 

I still have the archives of AF ABN of that time. AF ABN was nothing but 

a group of amateurs from half a dozen nationalities who sought to carry joint 
public activities against the Communist regimes in Eastern Europe. The organi- 
zation was set up by Ukrainians, immigrants from Europe who apparently had been 
members of the ABN. Personally I did not know anything what ABN was, who its 

leaders were and what their politics was. The first meeting which I attended was 

held in the Ukrainian Home on 2nd Avenue and 8th Street in New York, in a room 
which did not appear to have been painted since World War One, with rickety table 
and a few broken chairs. The various nationality representatives were recent 
arrivals, refugees and few if any spoke some Engl ish. .1 was the only one speaking 
and writing decently English and was designated as General Secretary. In the 
course of time I gradually learned more about the organizations represented in 
the Executive Committee, but the, only theme that held us together was to oppose 
communism. 

Our biggest achievement was the spectacular demonstrations during Khrush- 
chev's visit in New York. I take all the credit for this. When we met to discuss 
plans in Hotel New Yorker, and the discussions was under way, I got the impression 
that forces outside of our organization were trying to divert us from our ob- 
jectives. There were proposals to hold a* ethnic festival in Manhattan Center, 
others suggested to hold public meeting demonstration at the Unuon Square. I rose 
then, and blasted all proposals as nonsense and suggested that we bring ten 
thousand people and lead a demonstration against the Soviet Mission on 68th 
Street. I prevailed. I still suspect that CIA or FBI agents were present at this 
meeting and that it was:. 'they who tried to push us in dead end street. They 
apparently tried the same thing during the demonstration, diverting it away from 
Soviet Mission three blocks bellow. I ran to the front and redirected them to the 
Mission. The Ukrainians may have had contacts with the CIA and FBI, but not the 
other nationalities. 

IN the course of time I came to realize that serious accusations of anti- 
semitism agains the ABN existed, and probably I embarrassed the Stettskos and the 
$lovak Dvorchansky when they held press conferences and I asked pointed questions 
on anti-semitism. I would not tolerate such charges to fall on the AFABN. As a 
matter of fact I discovered in the archives a resolution, prepared by me for 
consideration of the Executive Committee of the AFABN. I do not remember whether 
it was acted upon or not. I resented the persistent references ro Russian and 
Communist as identical. I supported the national aspirations for independence of 
the nations under Russian control, but I considered the Russians equally victims 
of communism as the other nations. Personally, as Bulgarian, I have always been 
and I am now a Russophile. It is for these reasons, when I realized in what kind 
of organizations I had fallen, that I dropped out of the Bulgarian National Front 
and the AF ABN. Well, these are complex matters and could not be explained in 
one letter, but I felt that I had to clear them a little bit. I have written a 
lot in the Bulgarian press and. these matters are well known to the Bulgarian pub- 
lic. I am not very proud of the early 'early years of my politics in exile, but 
if I found myself in the same circumstances, I probably would not have acted diffe 
rently. 
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I~.am~.cur.i ous-.to-.know howione goes .abo ut , to -.obtain hi S- f .11 e fro m fr i 

and CIA- j^er the Freedom of Information Act. -I— will appreciate it if you could 
agcua i n tjpgSj^ wi th the procedures r You apparently are familiar with these procedures. 
I am curfpfBs to know what they have on me. Of course they would black it all out, 

but it tsftorth making an attempt. I do not want to go through lawyers. They 

skin you alive. 

Sometimes I think of taking all these writers who refer to me as a CIA 

agent to the courts for defamation of character, but never had time for that. 

If you know any lawyer to take my case, it will make quite an interesting story'^ 

The root of this invention is, in a brief announcement in the Organ of 
the Asian Anti-Comnunist Leage that they had received correspondence from me. 
Someone in the AF ABN urged me to send them a copy of our resolution on the 
National Council of Churches, which I did. This was my first and my last 
correspondence with them. Then the spin-artists made the rest of it as a CIA and 
Anti-Semitic connections. 

I hope I have answered mo.st of your questions. My answer may not be to 
your satisfaction, but in this mysterious affairs there are many questions which 
will remain unanswered. The Warren report, as unbelievable as it may be for some, 
has not yet been shaken by any author in its basic assumptions. I doubt it if 
it will ever be, unless some smoking gun is still hiding somewhere in the sub- 
terranean world of politics and crime. 



Sincerely yours, 
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Spas T. Raikin 



